Old Town  with Market-place

LEIPZIG
T\URING his student days in Leipzig, Goethe was impressed
JLx by the city's air of modernity, and by the sense of pros-
perity, wealth and commercial activity that dharacterized every-
thing. In describing his reactions to the city, he emphasized
the feeling of hugeness imparted by the buildings, and likened
them to great strongholds, enclosing a small world of human
beings within their towering walls. As he stated even at that
time, there is little of the medieval in the outward appearance
of this busy German city, and while commerce and industry
may have contributed largely to the final result, this restless
business energy was but another expression of the people's
indomitable will to repair the ravages of war. After each devas-
tating struggle that passed over this country, the tmquendi-
able spirit and courage of the people of Leipzig were the real
cornerstones of the city's reconstruction and prosperity.
The Leipzig Assembly had a great stroke of luck in 1723
when it succeeded in getting Johann Sebastian Bach as organist
of St. Thomas' Church and this single achievement was the first
step in making this city of fairs the famous city of music it